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 Posted by: Considering Homeschooling TheÃ‚Â North Dakota Home School Association (NDHSA) 2009 Home School Convention is March 19-21, 2009 in

Jamestown, ND.Ã‚Â  Workshops and guest speakers include: Michael P. Farris is Chairman of the Home School Legal Defense Association and Chancellor of

Patrick Henry College. George Escobar is the founder of Advent Film Group (AFG) and has over 20 years experience in film, television and interactive media. He

has worked for top executives in the industry including Sony CEO, Fox Network and TELE-TV SVP. Prior to AFG, Escobar was VP of Product Development for

Discovery, Executive Director for AOL/Time Warner and is former producing Fellow from the American Film Institute Conservatory. He holds seven U.S. patents in

technology and user-interface design. Most recently, George co-produced, directed, and scripted COME WHAT MAY in association with Patrick Henry College

(PHC). Mike Farris, founder and chancellor of PHC, plays the moot court coach in the movie. COME WHAT MAY was made by and stars homeschooled students.

George acknowledges, Ã¢â‚¬Å“When I was in Hollywood I was a marginal Christian. I knew Christ, but I didnÃ¢â‚¬â„¢t live for Him. Now, as a more mature

Christian, I can clearly see and appreciate why the Lord literally pulled me away from Hollywood. I might have grown to become a successful filmmaker, but I

would have been an ineffective ambassador for Christ. The Lord first had to mold and remake me as a homeschool dad of three sons and a devoted husband to my

wife, Claire, for 20 years. More importantly, I needed to learn that the Lord comes first in everything I do. That includes my family, church, education, world view,

my craft as a filmmaker, the people I work with and the organizations I support.Ã¢â‚¬Â� Theresa Deckert lives in Devils Lake, ND with her husband Jeff. They have

been homeschooling in the state of North Dakota for 24 years. Their two oldest children have graduated from their homeschool and are married. Theresa is currently

homeschooling a senior and a 2nd grader. She and her husband serve on the board of the North Dakota Homeschool Association. She is also part of the legislative

team working toward a better law for our state and the Lake Region Area Homeschoolers. Her passion as a board member and a workshop leader is to represent and

help those who are just beginning this amazing journey called homeschooling. Steve Demme and his wife Sandra have been married for over 29 years. They have

been blessed with four boys: Isaac, 28; Ethan, 26; Joseph, 23; and Johnny, 21. With GodÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s help, they have all been home educated. Steve addresses a variety

of topics at homeschool conferences to encourage parents in their God-given responsibilities of raising and training their children for His glory. He and Sandra have

created the MathÃ¢â‚¬Â¢UÃ¢â‚¬Â¢See Foundation, a nonprofit corporation to assist and encourage parents and families with cassettes, booklets, and other helpful

resources. Steve is the author and founder of MathÃ¢â‚¬Â¢UÃ¢â‚¬Â¢See. He served in full or part time pastoral ministry for many years after graduating from

Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary. www.stevedemme.com Lois Walfrid Johnson believes that an important part of her call as an author is to restore the spiritual

dimension to our understanding of history and religious and political freedoms. Her 29 books and 17 updated editions include three historical series and 21 novels:

the Adventures of the Northwoods (1906-07, transition years in MN, WI, and upper MI) and Riverboat Adventures (1857, immigrant, steamboat, and Underground

Railroad history). In her Viking Quest series (approximate year 1000) Lois shows a world view in which Vikings came to raid and encountered Christianity. When

enough of them became Christians the raids stopped, and courageous sailors changed world history. In the fifth novel, The RaiderÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s Promise, LoisÃ¢â‚¬â„¢

characters join Leif Erikson in founding the only authenticated Viking site in North America. For a partial list of awards received see www.loiswalfridjohnson.com

and click the Ã¢â‚¬Å“about LoisÃ¢â‚¬Â� tab. Peggy Ployhar serves as the MACHE (Minnesota Association of Christian Home Educators) Special Needs

Coordinator with the goal of Ã¢â‚¬Å“Empowering parents to love homeschooling the special needs children God has chosen for their homes.Ã¢â‚¬Â� She says that

homeschooling was GodÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s chosen blessing for their family, an adventure that started almost 6 years ago when her oldest son was diagnosed with Asperger

Syndrome. PeggyÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s passion to serve God where He calls and motivate others through her speaking and counseling to do the same, has given countless

individuals the courage to step out in faith and trust. She believes that being in the will of God is the cornerstone of the Christian walk and therefore her lessons,

lectures and retreats all center around bringing individuals back to truth in all life circumstances. Peggy is the former MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) Area

Coordinator for MN, ND and SD, and she is certified by the American Association of Christian Counselors. Peggy lives in Apple Valley, MN with her husband Doug

and their three children, two cats and one dog. Victor Storkel is founder and president of Virtue in Knowledge Publications. He is first a disciple of the Lord Jesus

Christ and has committed his life to follow and apply the teaching of the Bible in all areas of life and to follow the example of Jesus Christ under the leading and

empowerment of the Holy Spirit. He is also a national speaker and author on the topics of education and critical thinking skill development. He has been a featured

speaker at National Home Education Conventions across the country for the last 10 years. He and his wife Gail have 3 children, Crystal, James and Collette. In his

spare time he enjoys studying GodÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s Priceless Word, travel, golf and soccer. www.virtueinknowledge.com Allen Wold is a former farmer from Wheaton,

Minnesota. He has been married to his wife Beth for thirty-two years, and together they have three children and one grandchild. He farmed for twenty-seven years

before God led him to enroll at Oak Brook College of Law, a Christian college. He graduated in October 2007. Since the school was online, he homeschooled himself

in law while continuing to homeschool his two youngest children.  
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